VOL. 5 NO. 2 APRIL 2004 British Journal of Infection Control 29 our years ago the Infection Control Nurses Association (ICNA) made the courageous decision to develop its own journal, and the result was the British Journal of Infection Control (BJIC) . I was delighted to be given the opportunity to lead this exciting venture as editor and was supported by a professional, experienced and enthusiastic team.
The aims of the journal reflect those of the ICNA: 'to advance the speciality of infection prevention and control by education, professional development and research' through the publication and promotion of an indexed journal. Through the timely and professional publication of BJIC we also aim to raise the profile of infection prevention and control throughout healthcare and the wider public.
The pilot issue and the first three publications evaluated well, and the ICNA subsequently enlisted the help of a publishing house with significant experience to ensure the journal continued to develop into the professional quality journal being aimed for. As a result, BJIC developed its own image and the number of manuscripts submitted for peer review increased. This helped us move towards our long term goal of registering with an indexing house such as Medline and/or Cinahl.
By 2002 we were in a position to publish the journal bi-monthly, thanks to an increase in the number of manuscripts being submitted. The rising numbers of journal subscribers from libraries and institutions, as well as growing support from our commercial colleagues, highlighted the potential for the journal's future financial stability.
The decision to produce a new professional infection control journal was supported by the increasing attention being paid to infection control within the political arena. Infection control was finally being recognised as a crucial indicator of the quality of care requiring significant commitment if improvements were to be made.
The journal has addressed this by publishing a diverse range of infection control issues. This has included old and emerging infectious diseases (Smallpox, Dengue fever and SARS), as well as more current concerns relating to decontamination (in both the acute and primary care settings and addressing specialised equipment causing concern, such as Laryngeal mask airways). The journal has looked at professional/clinical issues such as link nurse systems, the modernisation of the NHS, the role of the consultant nurse and the infection control nurse's (ICN) accountabilities. Publications also included historical papers looking at pioneers in infection control (for example, Lister and Nightingale) as well as looking at how infection control has developed within primary care.
BJIC has worked collaboratively with the Journal of Hospital Infection in publishing a supplement: Prevention of healthcare-associated infections in primary and community care. However, the ability to write for publication is often influenced by the increasing workload being experienced by healthcare professionals. In spite of this, and to their credit, authors continue to submit increasing numbers of manuscripts for peer review, of which approximately 65% are accepted for publication. The editorial review panel continues to welcome papers, particularly those of a scientific/research nature. This is essential if BJIC is to reach its longterm goal of becoming indexed. The indexing process involves submitting at least three years' of journals for review -it is therefore crucial that BJIC continues to include and encourage good quality manuscripts, together with a professional approach to publication, if any application is to be successful.
The editorial panel also welcomes contributions in the form of letters to the editor. Letters can be a useful way of expressing opinions or sharing views on a topic -it also provides the first step to getting work published in a journal for those who have not yet published papers! The journal actively encourages submission of letters (up to 500 words) sharing feelings, experiences and ideas, since these can be just as informative for colleagues.
Reliable and effective communication is more important in times of instability and change. The 21st Century has already seen many changes -not least the demand from the public for information on quality of care so that they can make informed decisions about their health and lifestyle. The social and economic costs of healthcareassociated (HAI) infection are well known and the consequences are no longer acceptable to either patients or healthcare professionals. Infection prevention and control is well recognised as a key indicator of quality and we must take this opportunity to not only set standards, but to monitor, improve and maintain them. The publication of new documents, such as the new infection control audit tools, can be enhanced through the use of journals such as BJIC.
I would like to wish the new editor Sue Privett every success in continuing to develop the journal. Finally, my thanks go to all those who have helped get the journal established, either as a member of the editorial board, or the editorial review panel, as listed below.
Sue Millward BSc RGN Dip N. ENB 329 Infection Control Nurse Advisor Independent Infection Control Nursing Services
Tel: 07767 786030 Email: sue.milward@icna.freeserve.co.uk
